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Philippians 2:1-11
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From Powerful to
Powerlessness



Bruce J. Schulman

“Whatever happened to Congress?”



Oxford defines power as the ability
to control or influence the behavior,
actions or outcomes of others, which
can be expressed through authority,
strength or capacity.
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In the scriptures, power is understood as
the capacity to act, to influence and
bring about God’s purposes. It is not

merely force or control, rather Biblical
power is rooted in God’s identity,
his character and mission.
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Several interrelated themes define power in the
scriptures:

1. The foundational biblical claim is that power
belongs to God. The Psalmist declares “One
thing God has spoken, two things [ have heard,;
Power belongs to you, God, and with you there is
unfailing love. Psalm 62:11
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Several interrelated themes define power in the
scriptures:

2. As Creator of the world and the universe,
God’s power is inherent and absolute —
Genesis 1:1-3, In the beginning God created
the heaven and the earth.
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Psalm 33:6

By the word of the Lord the heavens where
made, their starry host by the breath of his

mouth.
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God’s power is absolute; human
or earthly power is always
derived, delegated and limited.



Several interrelated themes define power in the
scriptures:

3. God’s power is revealed in his actions. It is
demonstrated through:

a. Creation
b. Deliverance and salvation — Exodus 14
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Luke 1:51-52
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Several interrelated themes define power in the
scriptures:

3. God’s power is revealed in his actions. It is
demonstrated through:

c. Miracles and works of mercy — You are the God
who performs miracles; you display your power
among the people. Psalm 77:14
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Several interrelated themes define power in the
scriptures:

3. God’s power is revealed in his actions. It is
demonstrated through:
d. Resurrection was the ultimate display of
divine power.
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Ephesians 1:19-20

That power is the same as the mighty strength
he exerted when he raised Christ from the
dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms.
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God gives power to people, but
when he grants it, he gives it for
purpose and not for prestige.



God gives power to us for:

a. Leadership — Moses, Deborah, David

b. Service — Matthew 20:25-28
c. Witness — Acts 1:8



God gives power to us for:

d. Justice and righteousness.
Micah 6:8, He has shown you, O mortal,
what is good. And what does the Lord require
of you? To act justly, to love mercy and to walk
“humbly” with your God.
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Biblical power is stewardship
not self-exaltation.



Power in the world is generally
defined as the ability to control
resources, influence behavior
and shape outcomes.



Worldly power involves:

Control of information and narratives



Worldly power is associated
with dominance, authority, and
the ability to enforce one’s will.



Power in the world is tied to access:

» Wealth (economic power)

* Position or Office (political power)
 Social Networks (social capital)

« Education or Expertise (cultural power)
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Discussion

In what ways are you
powerful? How do you
exercise your power? How is
your power exercised in
relation to others?
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Worldly systems believe that
power must be protected,
expanded, defended and never
surrendered.
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Biblical Power Wordly Power

Given By God Gain or Seized

Used to Serve Used to Control

Rooted in Love & Justice Rooted in Competition & Self

Interest
Willing to surrender for : :
righteousness Fights to preserve itself

Measured by the flourishing Measured by status of others
of others and dominance
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Discussion

How do you see these contrasts
being played out not just on the
world or national stage, but in
your private world, at work, at
school, as you observe and
interact with others?
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Power is redefined through
Christ as self-giving love.






 [f you have any encouragement from
being united with Christ.

e If you have any comfort from his love.

 [f any common sharing in the Spirit.

 If any tenderness and compassion.
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Ephesians 4:4, we are one.
It is an accomplished fact!



Paul was calling them/us to be “one in
Spirit”’! The Greek word that he uses for
“one In the Spirit” describes sharing the
same attitude or mind set as Christ. This

points back to the letter’s main point
that I just shared, “stand firm together.”
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Humility
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Humility refers to one who does
not merely think of himself or
herself but considers the needs
of others, first.



Humility is that grace that
when you think you have it,
you’ve lost it.



Quick test to see how
humble you are!




Your attitude should be the
same as that of Christ Jesus.



Let this mind be in you that
was also in Christ Jesus!



Paul gives us three characteristics of
Christ that reflect His humility and
positioned Him for exaltation by God.
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He was selfless!

Verse 6, who being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with
God something to be grasped,
but made himself nothing.



John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word and the
Word was with God and the Word was
God.



John 1:14

The Word became flesh and made his
dwelling among us. We have seen his
glory, the glory of the one and only Son,
who came from the Father, full of grace
and truth.



Paul wrote to the saints in Colossians:

He is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation. For God was
pleased to have all his fullness dwell in
Him.
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Hebrews 1:3

The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and
the exact representation of his being...
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“I cannot keep my privilege
to myself.”



The soul of the Democratic
Party and the Lion of the
Senate.



He was not only selfless; Jesus came
to earth to serve! So, you want to be
great? Jesus said, “Whoever wants
to become great among you must be

your servant and whoever wants to be
first must be your slave.”
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They had a need.
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They had a need.
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Whatever the need, he met it.
He used the power that was
his to meet the need.



Let this mind be in you.
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Discussion

Who are you hesitant to
serve?
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Not only was Jesus selfless,
not only did Jesus serve,
but he also sacrificed.



He came down!
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“If there 1s going to be a blessing
there must be some bleeding.”
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